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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 16 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fail to teach a vehicle speed control system comprising, 
among other limitations, map information storing means for storing map information 
containing node information; pass target node detecting means for detecting one or 
more pass target nodes on the basis of the position of the vehicle and the map 
information; deceleration calculating means, using a program for calculating, on the 
basis of the vehicle position, a stable running speed at each of the pass target nodes - 
so that the vehicle is decelerated by the control means reducing the vehicle current 
speed to the stable running speed at the pass target node; selecting a node providing a 
highest deceleration from the pass target nodes on the basis of the calculated 
deceleration, setting a maximum deceleration node to a primary deceleration target 
point when first deceleration control is carried out after the selection of the maximum 
deceleration node, selecting from the pass target nodes a deceleration end node which 
is far away from the maximum deceleration and at which variation of the stable running 
speed in inverted from reduction to increase, and setting the deceleration end node to a 
secondary deceleration target point when second deceleration control is carried out 
after the selection of the maximum deceleration node. 

The prior art of record fail to further teach, in the above system, reference node 
angle calculating means for calculating a reference node angle corresponding to an 
intersecting angle between a preceding segment extension line segment and a 
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reference segment on the basis of the map information - the preceding segment being 
defined as a segment which has as an end point a reference node out of the pass target 
nodes detected by the pass target node detecting means and exists at a preceding side 
to the reference node and the segment extension line being defined as a segment 
achieved by extending the preceding segment in the direction to the opposite side with 
respect to the reference node; and a distance calculating means for calculating, still on 
the basis of the map information, an inter-point distance between one of both the end 
points of the reference segment which is different from the reference node and one of 
both the end points of the reference segment which is different from the reference node 
when the reference segment is rotated toward the preceding-segment extension line 
segment around the reference node by a corrected reference node angle. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Matsumura et al. (US 6,343,253 B1), Takahashi (US 6,385,528 
B1), and Mine et al. (US 6,208,927 B1) all teach related vehicle speed control system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yonel Beaulieu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-W 9-3; F 9-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas BLACK can be reached on (571) 272-6956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




